
 

 

HOME Story Time Art Activity | March 2021 
Lynden Sculpture Garden 

HOME program: www.home-at-lynden.org  
Recordings and downloads: www.lyndensculpturegarden.org/calendar/home-story-time 

 
Book, English & Arabic edition: Tomorrow written and illustrated by Nadine Kaadan 
HOME Story Time Readers: Sheila Badwan (English reader) and Tahani Fadel (Arabic reader) 
Art activity by Lynden art educator: Claudia Orjuela 
 
Activity 3: Paper Airplanes for a Better Tomorrow 

 
Have you ever been stuck in the house when you’re desperate to go outside? 
For Yazan and many children in Syria, the reality of war forces them to stay home because 
the streets are too dangerous to play in. The book Tomorrow was written thinking of children 
like Yazan, whose lives were changing, but they couldn’t understand why. Families were too 
afraid to go outside and instead decided to stay home.  

 
Yazan’s situation of being bored and stuck in the house is similar to the quarantine we have 
lived during the last year because of COVID-19. There are similarities such as a war is a battle 
between people and countries and a pandemic is a battle against a virus. The troops are the 
doctors and nurses risking their lives to take care of the sick. In a battle unfortunately, 

people get hurt and die, and the same has happened during the COVID-19 pandemic. Fear and 
isolation are common factors between wars and pandemics. One difference is that while we 
have stayed at home close to one year now, the situation of Syrian children has not improved 
in 10 years, can you imagine?! 
 
Because families want to be safe and healthy, there’s lots of children who are staying home, 

not going to school or going to school virtually. How has your life changed during COVID-19? 
What places and people do you miss? What kinds of activities keep you busy when you can’t 
go outside? 
 
Materials 
1. 8.5 x 11inch (A4) sheet of paper   
2. Drawing supplies. Pencil, crayons, color pencils, markers.  
 
Process: Drawing and Making a Paper Airplane 
When Yazan was bored, and the hours seemed so long with nothing to do, he made paper 
airplanes. Not one or two, he made 142 paper airplanes of different colors and sizes. Our art 

project today is inspired in this moment of the book.  



 

 

 
I brought this project to the classroom. First, we watched the Story Time read aloud of 
Tomorrow by Nadine Kaadan. After, we discussed how Yazan’s life changed unexpectedly and 

how our lives have changed with the COVID 19 pandemic. What places and people do you 
miss? 
The children drew special places and people they miss during the Covid 19 pandemic. Like 
Yazan missed going to the park, the children missed grandmas and grandpas house, their 
favorite pizza restaurant, or playing with a friend. 
 

Once the children finished their drawings, we folded it into a paper airplane following the 
steps. Every paper airplane looked different, and they were special to the children because 
each airplane was carrying a message.  
Last, we went outdoors to play. The children’s drawings as paper airplanes flying in the air 
expressed wishes that will be delivered to the person or place they miss.  

 
Notes:  

• Some children were protective of their drawing and didn’t want to fold it. I encouraged 
them and reminded them that transforming their drawing is part of the project and it will 
allow what they drew to act in a new way.  

• Folding the paper airplane was a bit tricky for younger children. It was helpful to remind 
them that their plane did not have to look exactly like mine and that Yazan learnt how to 
make a paper airplane after practicing 142 times. It takes practice. 

 
Further prompts: 

• Create a paper plane out of different kind of paper – which one travels the farthest and 

why? What about different sized paper planes? 

• Make a paper plane and decorate it with words and feelings about Yazan and his 
experiences. 

• Make a paper plane and decorate it with words and feelings about your experiences during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 


