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Introduction  
René moves from El Salvador to the United States with his family. When he goes to school, René is 
confused why his teacher only uses one of his last names on his name tag. He has two last names, but all 
of his friends at school have only one last name. Rene is determined to explain the importance of both 
his last names to his teacher and friends by making a family tree. René’s full name proudly reminds him 
that he is a product of both his father and mother’s family histories, being both Salvadoran and Italian. 
This begins a journey into the Hispanic cultural tradition of using both last names as René unveils the 
origin of his two last names, Lainez and Colato. 
 
Activity 1: Let’s Share & Reflect! Questions for further discussion. 
 

1. Rene has two last names: Colato Laínez. What is your last name? 
2. Why is René so proud of both his last names? Why is keeping both his last names important to 

him? 
3. At first René’s classmates made fun of his long last name. Rene is not upset, instead he’s 

determined to explain the meaning of both last names to his classmates and teacher. How does 
he do this?   

4. While working on his Family Tree project René learnt a lot about his family by looking at old 
photos and listening to stories about his family members. Name members of your family you’ve 
seen in person or in pictures. What’s your relationship with them? Are they your mother, father, 
aunt, uncle, cousin? 

5. René’s first last name ‘Colato’ comes from Papa’s family. His grandmother’s name is Amelia and 
she molds clay to make delicate pots. His grandfather’s name is René and he’s a farmer. Think of 
your grandparents on your father’s side. What are their names? Where do they live? What’s 
special about them? 

6. Rene’s second last name ‘Laínez’ comes from Mama’s family. His grandfather Julio is a poet and 
his grandmother Ángela is a great dancer. Think of your grandparents on your mother's side. 
What are their names? Where do they live? What’s special about them? 

7. There are many cultural traditions in a family, like the Hispanic cultural tradition of keeping two 
last names. What cultural traditions are important in your family? Examples of cultural traditions 
are speaking more than one language, celebrating special holidays, cooking traditional food, and 
sharing stories of family history.  


