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About HOME | HOME is the theme of our work with refugee community leaders, community 
members, Call & Response artists, and allies at the Lynden Sculpture Garden. With HOME, we 
are building a space of leading, of coming together, and of celebrating refugees. 
 
What Does HOME Mean to Us? | Lynden’s refugee community collaborators and Call & 
Response artists-in-residence chose HOME as the theme of our collaborative work. We shared 
our words for “home”— knowing that some of these words have multiple meanings; others 
remain ambiguous, unknown or sacred; and some languages do not have literal words for 
“home”—and used them to create the HOME image. We provide this list as a guide and a 
window onto a small part of our planning process. 

 
Our words Our meanings 

 
Arabic, home 

 Laotian, village, home 
Balik Kampung Malay, to return to one’s village, hometown, or a parent’s hometown 

Bayit Hebrew, home 
Bet Amharic, home 

Crib English, usually known as a slang/colloquial word for home 

 
Arabic, house 

 
Ukrainian, house 

, Ghar 
Hindi, a dwelling or permanent home 

 
Tigrinya, home 

, Gor 
Middle Persian, womb, or even tomb 

Guri Somali, home or house 
Guriga Somali, home or at home 

, Hee  
Karen, a house or building, to make or build a house 

 , Heym Yiddish, home or asylum 

Hogar Spanish, home 

 
Chin, home 

Jumba Swahili, palace or house 
Karí 

 
Rarámuri, house 
 

هناخ , Khoneh 

 

Dari, home 

, ko yeye yua 
Burmese, our home, our rights 

روک , Kur Pashto 
Lar 

 
Portuguese, home 

Maison French, home 
Murugo Kinyarwanda, home 

Nyumbani Swahili, home 
Quê hương Vietnamese, hometown, or homeland, resembles people, rather than place 

Tsev Hmong, home 

, Watan (Persian), Wathon (Arabic) 
Persian, home country; Arabic, homeland 

Yaad Gullah, yard 
Zavičaj 

 
Serbian, home or homeland 

 


